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But in this written gossip he revealed himself more intimately than in our
conversation of the days gone by. (Preface, 20)
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In my life; the life, that is, which had to be supported by anxious toil; the life
which was not lived for living’ sake, as all life should be, but under the goad of fear.
The earning of money should be a means to an end [. . .]. (“Spring,” Nos. 1, 25)
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The exquisite quiet of this room! I have been sitting in utter idleness, watching the
sky, viewing the shape of golden sunlight upon the carpet, which changes as the
minutes pass, letting my eye wander from one framed print to another, and along the
ranks of my beloved books [. . .]. My house is perfect. (“Spring,” Nos. 2, 27)
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I had wrought sincerely, had done what time and circumstance and my own na-
ture permitted. Even so may it be with me in my last hour. May I look back on life as
a long task duly completed—a piece of biography; faulty enough, but good as 1
could make it. (“Winter,” Nos. 26, 220)
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Nature, the great Artist, makes her common flowers in the common view; no
word in human language can express the marvel and the loveliness even of what we
call the vulgarest weed, but these are fashioned under the gaze of every passer-by.
The rare flower is shaped apart, in places secret, in the Artist’s subtler mood, to find
it is to enjoy the sense of admission to a holier precinct. Even in my gladness I am
awed. (“Spring,” Nos. 3, 29)

How many could give the familiar name of half a dozen plants plucked at random
from beneath the hedge in springtime? To me, the flowers became symbolical of a
great release, of a wonderful awakening. My eyes had all at once been opened; till
then I had walked in darkness, yet knew it not. (“Spring,” Nos. 4, 40)
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Let me tell myself the truth. Do I really believe that at any time of my life I have
been the kind of man who merits affection? I think not. I have always been much too
self-absorbed; too critical of all about me; too unreasonably proud. Such men as |
live and die alone, however much in appearance accompanied. I do not repine at it;
nay, lying day after day in solitude and silence. I have felt glad that it was so. At
least I give no one trouble, and that is much. (“Autumn,” Nos. 5, 135)
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The truths of life are not discovered by us. At moments unforeseen, some gra-
cious influence descends upon the soul, touching it to an emotion which, we know,
the mind transmutes into thought. This can happen only in a calm of the senses, a
surrender of the whole being to passionless contemplation. (“Autumn,” Nos. 5, 134)
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I am told that their semi-education will be integrated. We are in a transition stage
between the bad old times when only a few had academic privileges, and that happy
future which will see all men liberally instructed. Unfortunately for this argument,
education is a thing of which only the few are capable; teach as you will, only a
small percentage will profit by your most zealous energy. On an ungenerous soil it
is vain to look for rich crops. Your average mortal will be your average mortal still
[...]. ¢“Spring,” Nos. 12, 69-70)
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Wl

Perhaps Gissing was made to be hunted by Fate. He never turned and fought. He
always hid or fled [. . .]. He was a pessimistic writer. He spent his big fine brain
depreciating life, because he would not and perhaps could not look life squarely in
the eye—neither his circumstances nor the conventions about him nor the adverse
things about him nor the limitations of his personal character. (Michaux 39)
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NEZOTIERhEEbRL,
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A man’s life can be so brief and so vain? Idly would I persuade myself that life, in
the true sense, is only now beginning; that the time of sweat and fear was not life at
all, and it now only depends upon my will to lead a worthy existence. (“Autumn,”
Nos. 23, 169)

I can look back upon its completed course, and what a little thing! I am tempted to
laugh; I hold myself within the limit of a smile. (“Autumn,” Nos. 23, 169)

Destiny with the hidden face decreed that I should come into being, play my little
part, and pass again into silence. (“Autumn,” Nos. 23, 170)
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