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Towards sundown, that modern Agora rang with the voices of orators, swarmed
with listeners, with disputants, with mockers, with indifferent loungers. The circle
closing about an agnostic lecturer intersected with one gathered for a prayer-meet-
ing; the roar of an enthusiastic total-abstainer blended with the shriek of a Radical

politician. (181)
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Rent! —it was a subject the poor fellow could speak to some purpose. What was the
difficulty a London workman found in making both ends meet? Wasn’t it that ac-
cursed law by which the owner of property can make him pay a half, and often more,
of his earnings for permission to put his wife and children under a roof? (182)
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‘What have we to do with them? How can you be expected to keep a whole fam-
ily? It isn’t fair to you or to me. You sacrifice me to them. It’s nothing to you what I
endure, so long as they are kept in comfort!” (376)
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Mrs. Candy stirred, and, after a few vain efforts to raise herself, started up sud-
denly. She fixed her eyes on the fire, which was just beginning to blaze, and uttered

— 103 —



¥y rOMR-—EKEOEHLOILT

a dreadful cry, a shriek of mad terror.
‘O God!’ groaned her son. ‘I hope it ain’t goin’ to be one of her bad nights. Mother,
mother! What’s wrong with you? See, come to the fire an’ warm yourself, mother.”

(341-42)
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Unmarked, unencouraged save by their love of uprightness and mercy, they stood
by the side of those more hapless, brought some comfort to hearts less courageous
than theirs. Where they abode it was not all dark, sorrow certainly awaited them,
perchance defeat in even the humblest aims that they had set themselves; but at least
their lives would remain a protest against those brute force of society which fill with
wreck the abysses of the nether world. (392)
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