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In judging the tendency of “Born in Exile,” it is probable that you have been
misled by the fact that the character of Godwin Peak is obviously, in a great degree,
sympathetic to the author. But you will not find that Peak’s tone is to be henceforth
mine—do not fear it [. . .]. Peak is myself—one phase of myself. I described him
with gusto, but surely I did not, in depicting the other characters, take his point of
view? [. . .] No, I hope to be more & more objective in my work; I hope to, & mean
to. Already I have begun my new book, & herein you will see how I regard the
pursuit of money & ease as it affects the mass of the London population; you will
see, moreover, that I am very far from over-rating the moral worth, the value as

individuals, of what we call the educated classes [. . .].
“Born in Exile” was a book [ had to write. It is off my mind, & now I go on with

a sense of relief. (Letters 5:36)

WESPRALF v IV IOFHEFIA LGP H B, REDESR
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‘I hate low, uneducated people! I hate them worse than the filthiest vermin!’ [. . .]

‘They ought to be swept off the face of the earth! [. . .] All the grown-up creatures,
who can’t speak proper English and don’t know how to behave themselves, I’d trans-
port them to the Falkland Islands, and let them die off as soon as possible. The
children should be sent to school and purified, if possible; if not, they too should be
got rid of.” (40)
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‘There is distinct need of an infusion of the scientific spirit into the work of the
Church [. . .]. Let us throw aside our Hebrew and our Greek, our commentators
ancient and modern! [. . .] What we have to do is to construct a spiritual edifice on
the basis of scientific revelation [. . .]. Less of St. Paul, and more of Darwin! Less of
Luther, and more of Herbert Spencer!’

‘Shall I have the pleasure of hearing this doctrine at St. Margaret’s?’ Peak in-
quired.

‘In a form suitable to the intelligence of my parishioners, taken in the mass. Were
my hands perfectly free, I should begin by preaching a series of sermons on The
Origin of Species [. . .]." (349)
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‘Do you mean to say I am like uncle?’

‘I mean to say that, if you are not careful, you won’t be the kind of man I should
like to see you. Do you know what is meant by inherited tendencies? Scientific men
are giving a great deal of attention to such things nowadays. Children don’t always
take after their parents; very often they show a much stronger likeness to a grandfa-
ther, or an uncle, or even more distant relatives. Just think over this, and make up
your mind to resist any danger of that sort.” (65-66)
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But he, he who had ever prided himself on his truth-fronting intellect, and had
freely uttered his scorn of the credulous mob! He who was his own criterion of
moral right and wrong! No wonder he felt like a whipped cur. It was the ancestral
vice in his blood, brought out by over-tempting circumstance. The long line of base-
born predecessors, the grovelling hinds and mechanics of his genealogy, were re-
sponsible for this. Oh for a name wherewith honour was hereditary! (179)
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‘There’s only one inconsistency in her that annoys and puzzles me,” Buckland
pursued, speaking with the cigar in his mouth. ‘In religion, she seems to be ortho-
dox. True, we have never spoken on the subject, but—well, she goes to church, and
carries prayer-book. I don’t know how to explain it. Hypocrisy is the last thing one
could suspect of. I'm sure she hates it in every form. And such a clear brain!—I
can’t understand it.” (173)
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‘[. . .11 marvel at the dogmatism of men who are set on overthrowing dogma.
Such a position is so strangely unphilosophic that I don’t know how a fellow of your
brains can hold it for a moment.” (236-37)
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‘I am not at all inclined to plead for justice; one only does that with a friend who
desires to be just. My opinions are utterly distasteful to you, and personal motives
have made you regard me as—a scoundrel to be got rid of.” (374-75)
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‘[. . .] He has somehow got the exterior of a gentleman; you could not believe that
one who behaved so agreeably and talked so well was concealing an essentially base
nature. But I must remind you that Peak belongs by origin to the lower classes,
which is as much as to say that he lacks the sense of honour generally inherited by
men of our world. A powerful intellect by no means implies a corresponding devel-
opment of the moral sense.” (380)
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A significant feature of Godwin’s idiosyncrasy. Notwithstanding his profound
hatred and contempt of multitudes, he could never hear the union of many voices in
song but his breast heaved and a choking warmth rose in his throat. Even where
prejudice wrought most strongly with him, it had to give way before this rush of
emotion; he often hurried out of earshot when a group of Salvationists were singing,
lest the involuntary sympathy of his senses should agitate and enrage him [. . .].

This sensibility was quite distinct from religious feeling. If the note of devotion
sounding in that simple strain had any effect upon him at all, it merely intensified his
consciousness of pathos as he thought of the many generations that had worshipped
here, living and dying in a faith which was at best a helpful delusion. He could
appreciate the beautiful aspects of Christianity as a legend, its nobility as a human-
izing power, its rich results in literature, its grandeur in historic retrospect. But at no
moment in his life had he felt it as a spiritual influence. (300)
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