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(The Odd Women, 1893)

“The Championess,” in Trevor Lloyd,
Suffragettes International: The World-Wide Campaign for Women's Rights
(British Commonwealth and American Heritage Press, 1971)
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So many odd women—no making a pair with them. The pessimists call them use-
less, lost, futile lives. I, naturally—being one of them myself—take another view. |
look upon them as a great reserve. When one woman vanishes in matrimony, the
reserve offers a substitute for the world’s work. True, they are not all trained yet—
far from it. [ want to help in that—to train the reserve. (41)
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She came out of the shop with flushed cheeks. Another step in shameful descent—
yet it had the result of strengthening once more her emotions favourable to Bevis.
On his account she had braved this ignominy, and it drew her towards him, instead
of producing the effect which would have seemed more natural. Perhaps the reason
was that she felt herself more hopelessly an outcast from the world of honourable
women, and therefore longed in her desolation for the support of a man’s love. (281)
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She could not command herself. The shock had left her trembling, and the neces-
sity of feigning calmness was a new trial of her nerves. Barfoot, she felt certain, was
reading her face like a printed page; he saw guilt there; his quickly-averted eyes, his
peculiar smile, seemed to express the facile tolerance of a man of the world. (260)
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He scrutinized her, at discreet intervals, from head to foot. To Everard, nothing fe-
male was alien; woman, merely as woman, interested him profoundly. And this ex-
ample of her sex had excited his curiosity in no common degree. His concern with
her was purely intellectual; she had no sensual attraction for him, but he longed to
see further into her mind, to probe the sincerity of the motives she professed, to
understand her mechanism, her process of growth. Hitherto he had enjoyed no op-
portunity of studying this type. (113-14)
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